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height of the curve indicates the number of voters holding a particular ideological prefer-
ence. Notice that the curve is lowest at the ends and highest in the center. This represents 
the fact that most voters are concentrated near the middle of the political spectrum; they 
are moderate. While it often seems the opposite in the real world, public opinion polls, 
particularly in the United States but also in most of Europe and other developed countries, 
suggest that most people are in the middle. We all tend to notice extremists more because 
they have the motive to be more vocal and visible than the average person. And they often 
behave like a vernacular term to denote the back end of a horse. Furthermore, extremists 
tend to be less satisfied with the current state of affairs, so they scream about it more than 
the average person. However, extremists are few in number, and there are far more average 
people than there are goose-stepping militaristic fascists on the right or communal, free-
love tofu sculptors on the left.

I am recklessly assuming two things that may seem obvious: (1) People will vote for the 
candidate who is as ideologically similar to themselves as possible, and (2) candidates 
wish to get enough votes to win the election. With these assumptions, I can use the spatial 
approach to make some interesting arguments regarding the likely ideological positions of 
successful candidates, the most effective ideological positions of political parties, and 
even the number of parties a democratic structure is likely to host depending on how its 
rules are structured.
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